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Amendment Dated: November 7, 2003 
Reply to Office Action of January 2, 2003 

Amettdments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Clainrs: 

1-10 (canceled) 

1 1. , (previously presented) A test kit for determining qualitatively or quantitatively 
the presence of an analyte in a fluid sample, said test kit comprising: 

(a) an assay device, said assay device having a detection zone, wherein the presence 
of the analyte in the fluid sample is indicated by accumulation of a labeled reagent 
within the detection zone; and 

(b) a reading device effective to detect labeled reagent, said reading device 
comprising means for initiation of the reading device to detect labeled reagent in 
the detection zone, 

wherein said mea^s for initiation of the reading device engages the assay device in a lock-and- 
key interaction, whereby the reading device is initiated in response to and only when said assay 
device is properly positioned in lock-and-key engagement within said reading device. 

1 2. (currently amended) The test kit of claim 1 1 , wherein said assay device 
comprises a porous carrier strip disposed within a hollow casing, said porous carrier strip having 
the detection zonb. and wherein an assav result is revealed by specific binding of t he labeled 
reagent specifically binds to tlic p o rous cai - ric r in within the detection zone. 

13. (previously presented) The test kit of claim 12, wherein the means for 
initiation of said reading device comprises a switch actuator, and wherein said assay device 
comprises a contact portion, said contact portion and said switch actuator engaging in a lock-and- 
key engagement. 

14. (previously presented) The test kit of claim 13, wherein the switch actuator 
comprises a fixed projecting portion and a displaceable projecting portion, and wherein the 
contact portion has 

a recess for receiving the fixed proj ecting portion, but not the displaceable proj ecting 
portion, when the*assay device is correctly positioned in the reading device; and 

an interface portion that contacts and displaces the displaceable projecting portion when 
the assay device ik correctly positioned in the reading device, 

15. (previously presented) The test kit of claim 13, wherein the reading device further 
comprises means for pressing an assay device inserted into the reading device against the switch 
actuaton 

16. (previously presented) The test kit of claim 15, wherein the reading device further 
cornprises a cam that deflects the assay device away from the switch actuator unless the assay 
device is correctly positioned within the reading device. 

17. (previously presented) The test device of claim 1 6, wherein the assay device is 
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elongate, and wherein the reading device has a slot into which the assay device is at least 
partially inserted through a mouth for reading of the assay device, and wherein the slot has at 
least one projecting lip portion extending over the mouth of the slot, said Up portion acting to 
retain the assay device within the slot when correctly positioned therein. 

18. (previously presented) The test kit of claim 17, wherein the projecting lip portion 
is disposed at an tnd of the slot, and engages an end of the elongate assay device during insertion 
of the assay device into the slot. 

1 9. (previously presented) The test kit of claim 11, wherein the means for initiation of 
said reading devipe comprises a switch actuator, and wherein said assay device comprises a 
contact portion, said contact portion and said switch actuator engaging in a lock-and-key 
engagement. 

20. (previously presented) The test kit of claim 19, wherein the switch actuator 
comprises a fixed projecting portion and a displaceable projecting portion, and wherein the 
contact portion has 

a recess for receiving the fixed projecting portion, but not the displaceable projecting 
portion, when the assay device is correctly positioned in the reading device; and 

an interface portion that contacts and displaces the displaceable projecting portion when 
the assay device is correctly positioned in the reading device. 

21. (previously presented) The test kit of claim 1 9, wherein the reading device fiirther 
comprises meansifor pressing an assay device inserted into the reading device against the switch 
actuator. < 

22. (previously presented) The test kit of claim 21, wherein the reading device further 
comprises a cam that deflects the assay device away fi'om the switch actuator unless the assay 
device is correctly positioned within the reading device. 

23. (previously presented) The test device of claim 22, wherein the assay device is 
elongate, and wherein the reading device has a slot into which the assay device is at least 
partially inserted through a mouth for reading of the assay device, and wherein the slot has at 
least one projecting lip portion extending over the mouth of the slot, said hp portion acting to 
retain the assay device within the slot when correctly positioned therein. 

24. (previously presented) The test kit of claim 23, wherein the projecting lip portion 
is disposed at an end of the slot, and engages an end of the elongate assay device during insertion 
of the assay device into the slot. 

25. (previously presented) The test kit of claim 11, wherein the switch actuator 
comprises a fixed' projecting portion and a displaceable projecting portion, and wherein the 
contact portion has 

a recess for receiving the fixed projecting portion, but not the displaceable projecting 
portion, when the assay device is correctly positioned in the reading device; and 

an interface portion that contacts and displaces the displaceable projecting portion when 
the assay device is correctly positioned in the reading device. 
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26. (previously presented) The test kit of claim 25, wherein the reading device fiirther 
comprises means for pressing an assay device inserted into the reading device against tlie switch 
actuator. 

27. (previously presented) The test kit of claim 26, wherein the reading device further 
comprises a cam that deflects the assay device away from the switch actuator unless the assay 
device is correctly positioned within the reading device. 

28. (previously presented) The test device of claim 27, wherein the assay device is 
elongate, and wherein the reading device has a slot into which the assay device is at least 
partially inserted- through a moutti for reading of the assay device, and wherein the slot has at 
least one projecting lip portion extending over the mouth of the slot, said lip portion acting to 
retain the assay dpvice within the slot when correctly positioned therein. 

29. (previously presented) The test kit of claim 28, wherein the projecting lip portion 
is disposed at an end of the slot, and engages an end of the elongate assay device during insertion 
of die assay device into the slot. 

30. (previously presented) The test device of claim 1 1 , wherein the assay device is 
elongate, and wherein the reading device has a slot into which the assay device is at least 
partially inserted through a mouth for reading of the assay device, and wherein the slot has at 
least one projecting lip portion extending over the mouth of the slot, said hp portion acting to 
retain the assay device within the slot when correctly positioned therein. 

31. (new) The test device of claim 1, wherein the assay device is elongate, and wherein 
the reading device has a slot into which the assay device is at least partially inserted through a 
mouth for reading of the assay device, and wherein the slot has at least one projecting lip portion 
extending over the mouth of the slot, said lip portion acting to retain the assay device within the 

slot when correctly positioned therein. 

I" 

32. (new) v The test kit of claim 1 , wherein the means for initiation of said reading 
device comprises a switch actuator, and wherein said assay device comprises a contact portion, 
said contact portion and said switch actuator engaging in a lock-and-key engagement. 

33. (new) The test kit of claim 32, wherein the switch actuator comprises a fixed 
projecting portion and a displaceable projecting portion, and wherein the contact portion has 

a recess for receiving the fixed projecting portion, but not the displaceable projecting 
portion, when the assay device is correctly positioned in the reading device; and 

an interface portion that contacts and displaces the displaceable projecting portion when 
the assay device is correctly positioned in the reading device. 

34. (new) The test kit of claim 33, wherein the reading device further comprises 
means for pressing an assay device inserted into the reading device against the switch actuator. 

35. (new) The test kit of claim 34, wherein the reading device fiirther comprises a 
cam that deflects the assay device away from the switch actuator unless the assay device is 
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correctly positioned within the reading device. 

36. (new) The test device of claim 35, wherein the assay device is elongate, and 
wherein the reading device has a slot into which the assay device is at least partially inserted 
through a mouth for reading of the assay device, and wherein the slot has at least one projecting 
lip portion extending over tihe mouth of the slot, said lip portion acting to retain the assay device 
within the slot when correctly positioned therein. 



Page 5 of 8 



Received from < 9704680104 > at 11/7/03 10:29:59 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



